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“It’s a different world…we have to act differently”

Governor Brown, April 1, 2015
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Executive Orders B-37-16 & B-40-17

To Eliminate Water Waste…. Permanently prohibit certain 
wasteful water uses

California Water Action Plan

Roadmap for the state’s journey toward sustainable 
water management

10 principles, including Make Conservation a California

Way of Life
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To Use Water More Wisely… Permanently  

require  monthly reporting



Section 963(b)(1)

• (A) Don’t allow runoff

• (B) Don’t wash vehicles without shutoff nozzle attached to hose

• (C) Don’t water driveways and sidewalks

• (D) Don’t use potable water in fountains, unless…

• (E) Don’t irrigate in the rain

• (F) Don’t serve drinking water, unless a customer asks 

• (G) Don’t irrigate turf on medians and ‘parkways,’ unless…

Section 963(c)

• Hotels and motels: Give guests the option of laundering linens

Section 963(d) and (e)

• (d) HOAs: Don’t violate existing law

• (e) Cities and counties: Don’t violate existing law

Regulation overview
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1st public workshop: 
11/21/17

2nd public workshop: 
2/20/2018

Nov -17 Dec-17 Jan-18 Feb-18 Mar-18 Apr-18 May-18 Jun-18 Jul-18

1st comment period: 
11/2/17 - 12/26/17

2nd comment period: 
1/31/18 - 2/14/18

Adoption Hearing
By 4/17/18

TARGET

3rd Public comment period: 
3/??/18 – 4/??/18

Regulation in effect: 
By 7/1/18

TARGET
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Medians & 
parkways

Runoff

Watering 
after 

rainfall

Hardscapes

Drinking 
water only 

upon 
request



As of 1/1/25, don’t irrigate turf on public 
street medians or publicly owned or and
maintained landscaped areas between the 
street and sidewalk, except where:
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Section 963, subdivision (b)(1)(G)

• Turf serves a community or 
neighborhood function, i.e., recreational 
uses and civic or community event

• Turf is irrigated incidentally

• Turf is irrigated with recycled water 
(system installed by 1/1/19)



Don’t apply water to irrigate 
turf and ornamental 

landscapes during and 
within 48 hours after 

measurable rainfall of at 
least one-tenth fourth of an 

inch of rain.
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Section 963, subdivision (b)(1)(E)



Don’t apply water to outdoor landscapes in a 
manner that causes more than incidental runoff 
such that water flows onto adjacent property, non-
irrigated areas, private and public walkways, 
roadways, parking lots, or structures. 
Section 963, subdivision (b)(1)(A)
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Recirculating fountains
Don’t apply water in an ornamental 
fountain or other decorative water 
feature, except where the water is part of 
a recirculating system; or the fountain is 
registered on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Section 963, subdivision (b)(1)(D)
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During a drought emergency, don’t serve 
drinking water other than upon request in 
eating or drinking establishments….

Water upon request
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Section 963, subdivision (b)(1)(F)



Additional regulatory text changes

For Section 963(a), removed unnecessary and added new 
definitions: 

• Water Year

• Total potable water production

• “Turf” has the same meaning as in Section 491

• “Incidental runoff” means unintended amounts (volume) of 
sunroof, such as unintended, minimal overspray from sprinklers 
that escapes the area of intended use….

For Section 963(b)(2)(A), removed the word “immediate” 
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DOES REGULATION REFLECT MODEL WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE 
ORDINANCE?

• Yes and No.

WHO ENFORCES THIS REGULATION?

• For now, the Water Board.

WHO IS SUBJECT TO THIS REGULATION? 

• All Californians. Also, specific provisions affect particular industries.

WHAT IS EXEMPT?

• Specific exemptions identified in regulation. 

Other relevant comments
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Who is specifically affected?
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What’s specifically exempt?

State and 
federal 
permits

Restaurants, hotels, 
cafes, cafeterias, bars

Hotels and Motels Cities and counties

H
O
A

Home Owner Associations

To protect health and safety To meet state and federal 
permit obligations

When used for commercial 
agricultural purposes 



Economic & fiscal analysis

TOTAL COSTS AND BENEFITS

• Total costs = $2,228,390 

• Total benefits = $7,761,899

COST IMPACTS PERSONS OR BUSINESSES

• Costs to a household = $0.01

COST OR SAVINGS TO STATE AGENCIES 

• Costs = $154,386

• Savings = $112,058/year
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Regarding Authority and Rights

DOES WATER BOARD HAVE THE AUTHORITY?

• Yes.

WILL THE REGULATION AFFECT WATER RIGHTS?

• No. 



Questions?
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